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SOCIALISM at the CROSS-ROADS 
HE Special Conference of the I.L.P. has decided to 
disaffiliate froin the Labour Party. That decision was 
not reached lightly. The I.L.P. was formed in 1893 
with the purpose of establishing an jndependent political party 
of the working-class, and the Labour Party was largely our 
creation. We have been affiliated to it since its fortnation in 
1900. 
We have watched it grow from an insignificant minority 
until it becanie the largest Party in the State and responsible 
for the governtnent of the land. We have been intiinately 
associated \vith its struggles ; we have close friendships with 
its ineIUbers. After such an experience only fundaIUental 
reasons can lead to severance and justify it . 
. 
SOCIALISM DEMANDS IT. 
Our decision to leave the Labour Party has been taken frotn 
the conviction that service to the working-class and to Sociali&rn 
imperatively deinands it. We have coine to the conclusion that 
the leadership, policy and organisation of the Labour Party are 
unequal to the needs of the working-class, and that the freedom 
necessary to transforlll it into an effective Socialist instrutnent 
for the present period is now denied to Socialists within the 
Party. This is not a hasty conclusion ; it is based on the 
experience and careful consideration of three years. . .. 
However unsatisfactory the leadership and policy of the 
Labour Party, Socialists would be justified in rernaining within 
it if its organisation gave a reasonable hope of changing thetn. 
This hope has now been destroyed. 
The Labour Party is not a party of individual tnernbers who 
have deinocratic power to change its leadership and policy. 
Although fourteen years ago its ranks were opened to individual 
Inelllbers, they have no effective rights within the organisation. 
They may do the -work of the Party, but they are power-
less to determine its policy. They are but hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the machlne. 
The Labour Party is still chiefly an association of organisations, 
and the block vote of these organisations overwheltns ~he 
representation of its individual members. 
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A Party on this basis can only function satisfactorily if there is 
a community of belief ainong the associated organisations, and if 
reasonable liberty is perinitted. to them to rnake their own 
contribution and to express their own thought and life. If a 
rnoIUent comes when that community of belief ceases to exist 
or that necessary liberty is denied-when continued association 
can only be obtained at the cost of vitality-then the alternative 
is to die or to break. 
From the beginning, the contribution of the I .L.P. to the 
Labour Party has been Socialistn. Socialisni is the life of the 
I.L.P. Always the I.L.P. has been prepared to reniain within 
the Labour Party only if it had liberty to express its Socialism. 
Until the last three years that liberty has not been denied. 
Before the War, the I.L.P. was active within the Labour Party, 
despite the fact that the Labour Party was not then even nornin-
ally Socialist. Both in the country and in Parliatnent the I.L.P. 
fought for a Socialist policy, and its right to do so was not 
challenged. Frequently the I.L.P. representatives in the House 
of Corntnons voted in the opposite lobby to the niajority of the 
Labour Party . 
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DURING THE WAR. 
During the War the I.L.P. and the Labour Party pursued 
opposite policies. The Labour Party supported the War and 
entered the National Coalition Government. The I.L.P. 
resisted the War, and 6,ooo of its IneIUbers were itnprisoned by a 
Government in which the Labour Party had representatives. 
Nevertheless, the I.L.P. retnained affiliated to the Labour Party 
because there was no attetnpt to restrict its freedotn to express 
and act upon its International Socialist convictions. 
If an effort had been made at that titne to prevent 
the I.L.P. from being true to its Socialist life, the I.L.P. 
would have had no hesitation in breaking with the 
Labour Party rather than breaking "7ith its Inter-
national Socialism. 
At the end of the War the Labour Party becaille Socialist in its 
constitution-but in £ts constitution onl)'· As R. H. Tawney, a 
leading figure in the Labour Party, recently said :-
''In 1918 the Labour Party finally declared itself to be a 
Socialist Party. It supposed, and supposes, that it thereby 
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became one. It is Inistaken. It recorded a wish, that is all ; 
the wish has not been fulfilled.'' 
This continued absence of Socialisrn from the Labour Party has 
compelled the I.L.P. to pursue a distinct policy on Inany issues. 
In 1924 we had the first Labour Government. It was not 
Socialist, and on a nurnber of occasions I.L.P. representatives in 
Parliatnent found it necessary to vote against it. We regarded 
that Governillent, however, as an experirnent, and, since freedom 
to express our Socialist convictions was perrnitted to the I.L.P ., 
we rernained within the Labour Party. 
THE CHANGE. 
Then a step was taken which changed entirely the relationships 
of the Labour Party and the I.L.P. Standing Orders were 
adopted by the Parliatnentary Labour Party which prohibited 
I.L.P. Mernbers froin voting differently froID the Inajority of the 
Labour Party. The I.L.P. was no longer to have any life of its 
own ; it was to be subinerged in the Labour Party. The I .L.P. 
was no longer to have tl1e liberty to Illaintain its Socialist prin-
ciples ; it was to forego them. whenever they conflicted with the 
non-Socialist policy of the Labour Party. 
The I.L.P. never accepted this position. When the second 
Labour Government proved no better, but actually worse, than the 
first, when once again the Labour Party in office adopted a non-
Socialist and even anti-Socialist policy, the I.L.P ., in the assertion 
of its Socialist convictions, inevitably catne into conflict with these 
Standing Orders. 
Let this be clearly understood. 
We rebelled against the Standing Orders because they required 
the I .L.P. _to refrain froIU voting against legislation which was 
opposed to the interests of the working class, and which was a 
betrayal of Socialistn. 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have 
emphasised £ts difference from Capitalist Governments. 
The Labour Governtnent eIUphasised its continuity, and 
slavishly fallowed practices and policies reflecting both the 
snobbery and the injustices of Capitalism . 
.A Socialist Government., as the I.L.P. dema1ided, would, despite its 
minority position, have introduced Socialist solutions to the. problems 
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of the time, and would have challenged the Capitalist representatives 
. to oppose them both in Parliament and in the country. 
. 
The Labour Government accepted the ultiillatuni of the 
Capitalists in Parliament that it would only be allowed to 
remain in office so long as it administered Capitalism . 
..(1 Socialist Gover1iment, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have stood 
up to the financial -interests of the C£ty, and would have insisted that 
the needs of the workers must have pr£ority over them. 
The Labour Governinent ignotniniously surrendered to the 
dictates of the City, and became the instruinent of the financial 
interests at the expense of the needs of the workers. 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have 
appo£nted on its Commissions a majority of experts from the working-
class and the Social£st Movement. 
The Labour Governtnent consistently packed its Com-
Inissions with the enemi_es of the working-class and of Socialism. 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have given 
the world a real lead in disarmament . . 
The Labour Governtnent, despite a slight reduction in 
expenditure, intensified the actual destructive power of its 
arIUarnents and inaintained the tnilitarist rivalries of 
Capitalistn. 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have 
recognised the right of subject nations to self-governme1it and 
· independence, and would have encouraged movements making for 
the emancipation of their peasants and workers. 
The Labour Government itnprisoned 60,000 Indians who 
were denianding self-governtnent, and throughout its period 
of office Inaintained the scandalous trial of working-class 
organisers at Meerut. 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have 
raised the standard of life of the workers by beginning to restore to 
them what had been robbed from them in the unearned income of the 
possessing class. 
The Labour Government reduced the standard of life of the 
1 worker~ in order to maintain the unearned income of the possessing 1 
class. ' 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have 
applied a Means Test to the unemployed rich. 
The Labour Governm.ent's representatives on the Parlia-
Inentary Corntnittee accepted the principle of a Means Test 
for the unemployed poor, and it was the Labour Governtnent 
which appointed the May Committee, by whose recorntnenda-
tions the Means Test is now being carried out with such 
inhuman cruelty. 
A Socialist Government, as the I.L.P. demanded, would have 
removed the anomalies of Unemployment Insurance from which the 
unemployed suffer. 
The Labour Government, in the interests of the rich tax-
payers, sought to relllove only the anotnalies of which the 
unemployed were alleged to take advantage, and, in so doing, 
created innunierable new injustices resulting in the denial of 
benefit to 200,000 uneinployed persons . 
. 
With such a contrast between Socialist and Capitalist policy, 
it became inevitable that the I.L.P. should cotne into conflict 
with the Labour Party. 
We have heard much of loyalty. It was not the I.L.P. 
which was guilty of disloyalty. It was the Labour 
Government. 
By its Capitalist policy, the Labour Governtnent was disloyal 
to the working-class, to the Annual Conference of the Labour 
Party, and to the cause of Socialisni. The I.L.P. Group in 
Parliament, on the other hand, chose to be loyal to the working-
class and to the cause of Socialisni, rather than accept without 
revolt the reactiona!y dictatorship of the Labour Governtnent 
and the discipline of the Standing Orders. 
We are now told that the anti-working-class and Capitalist and 
Irnperialist policy of the Labour Governm.ent was due to 
Ram.say MacDonald and Philip Snowden, and that their depar-
ture froni the Party has changed the situation. 
If it be true that this policy was the consequence of the 
dictation of MacDonald and Snowden, could any stronger 
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: indicttnent be made of the feebleness of their colleagues in the 
I I 1 
· ·Labour Government and of the majority of the Inetnbers of the 
' arliamentary Labour Party ? 
1 In making MacDonald and Snowden the scapegoats, they 
, , ~ condemn thernselves as servile pawns who for two-and-a-half 
t ' years had not the spirit to resist the policy of the Inen whom they 
{ 
l now find satisfaction in reviling. 
CAN THEY BE TRUSTED? 
. 
The rnetnbers of the Labour Governtnent and of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party who acquiesced in the policy of 
MacDonald and Snowden share responsibility for it. These 
same men reniain the leaders of the Labour Party and are for the 
Inost part its present and prospective Parliainentary repre-
sentatives. 
If they could not stand up to two men, can anyone have 
confidence that they will stand up to the powerful hosts of 
Capitalism, -which must be conquered before the victory 
of Socialistn can be -won ? 
One would have expected that after the overwhelming disaster 
which catne to the Labour Party last October, there would have • 
been a realisation of past rnistakes and the need for a new policy 
in the future. The I.L.P., although its candidates had been 
refused endorsement to the General Election, stayed its hand in 
the hope that such a change would take place. 
There was one simple test by which the reality of a change 
could be judged. If there was within the Labour Party leader-
ship a sincere realisation of the futility of the policy of the Labour 
Government, and of the need for a new and decisively Socialist 
policy in the future, there would have been a desire to come to an 
agreetnent with those who frorn the first opposed the policy of 
the Labour Governtnent and demanded a new policy for the 
future. 
' 
It was not enough to expel MacDonald and Snowden from the 
Party. That was a negative reaction. The positive reaction 
would have been to renew an alliance with the I.L.P ., which had 
consistently resisted the policy of MacDonald and Snowden. 
13ut the Labour Party not only made no gesture of this kind, it 
actually rejected all I.L.P. proposals for negotiation. 
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Let us look at the realities of the present situation. 
The historical tnornent for which Socialists have been looking 
with hope for seventy years is upon us. World Capitalisni has 
broken down. Its decay has gone so far that we cannot hope to 
transf orrn it to Socialisni by gradual ref orrns frorn within. The 
policy of Gradualistn and collaboration with the Capitalist class 
is not only incapable of Inaking an advance towards Socialis!Il. 
It is incapable of defending the working-class froill losses in the 
class war which the possessing class is now waging so ruthlessly. 
Under such circurnstances, comtnon action with the Capitalist 
class, either on the political or the industrial field, is treachery to 
the working-class and to the cause of Socialism. 
In this situation there are two great imperatives for the 
working-class. First they must break with the policies 
of reformism ; then they must unite on a policy of revolu-
tionary Socialistn. The first is a preliminary to the 
second. The break : then unity. 
Unity for Socialistn is itnpossible until there has been a break 
with CapitalisIU. Party unity with those who have the old mind, 
the old conception, and the old spirit is a pretence. You cannot 
unite in one Party those who are striving to overthrow Capitalism 
and those who are still seeking to prolong it. It will paralyse 
your tnovetnent and bring division within your own ranks, which 
is far niore deadly than open division. 
It is infinitely better for Socialists who see the necessity for a 
break with ref orrnistn to give the lead as a self-reliant force in the 
• attack upon Capitalisin rather than to attack it in conjunction 
with those who do not in fact want to attack it, who will fail at 
the critical nionient, and who will throw away the opportunity of 
victory in weak coniprotnise. 
The conditions of the time deinand a frontal attack. If the 
attack is tnade, the Illarch of events will bring behind you the 
~upport of those who becoIUe disillusioned by the leadership of 
• 
cornpr0In1se. 
But once there is a clear-cut break with the illusions of 
reforinisrn, the organised unity of the working-class is essential. 
The I.L.P. is not actuated by a sectarian spirit. Our main 
concern is not our Party, but the working-class. 
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YOU MUST DECIDE NOW. 
We recognise that there are sincere Socialists within the 
Labour Party who still cherish the hope that frotn within they 
Inay win it to an uncompromising Socialist purpose. We 
recognise that niany of the local Parties and tnany Trade Union-
ists are opposed to the present cornproniising policy of· the 
Labour Party, to the bureaucracy of its organisation, and to the 
dead-weight of its tnachine, which prevents the living forces of 
Socialisill frotn finding effective expression. 
But the moment for decision has come. The hour is 
here. The supreme political and moral duty of every 
w-orker, of every sincere Socialist, at this parting of the 
ways is to stand with those who are going forward to 
attack Capjtaljsm and not with those who are prolonging 
Capitalism. 
Their duty no\v is to side honestly and courageously with the 
I.L.P. in its revolutionary deterillination to build up in our tiine 
and for our generation a ne\v Socialist order . 
. I make a special appeal to young Socialists. They have the 
glorious privilege of belonging to the generation which is 
destined not only to overthrow Capitalistn, but to carry far the 
triumph of Socialisni. They must not hesitate. The greatest 
organisational crirne of the Labour Party is the manner in which 
the old fetter the life of the new generation of Socialists. The 
earnest and adventurous spirit of Socialist Youth will naturally 
turn to the I .L.P. and its Guild of Youth at tl1is parting of the 
Wa)1S. 
A word about the Cointnunist Par~y. It, too, has a great 
responsibility for delaying the unity of the working-class on the 
basis of an uncotnprornising Socialist policy. No one pays 
greater tribute to the achievement of the Russian working-class 
than the I.L.P. ; they have, as \Ve have always said, perfortned the 
greatest service to the cause of Socialism in the world. 
But to model the British Socialist Movement slavishly on the 
Russian pattern is a disservice both to Russia and Socialistn. 
It is not Marxism to say that Socialist tactics tnust in each country, 
whatever its historical circum.stances and its present econotnic 
and political condition, follovv the satne course. 
The rigidity of mind and method of the British Com-
inunist Party makes it incapable of appealing to the mass 
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of the British working-class or of adopting poljcies 
applicable to the British:situation. It speaks of a united 
front of revolutionary Socialists only to destroy it in 
practice. 
The I .L.P. sincerely wants the unity of all working-class 
.. elenients which have the resolution to fight Capitalisin, Reaction 
and War. But we expect such unity of action to be sincere and 
to be anitnated by a detertnina_tion to forward the cause of the 
whole working-class. We are convinced that any other policy 
can only Inislead the working-class, and that the policy of the 
I.L.P., and £ts policy only, can give a new vigour and real hope to 
the tnasses. 
SOCIALIST POLICY OF I.L.P. 
These are the organisational probletns which face the working-
class. I turn to the wider issue ·of future Socialist policy. 
We approach the decisive struggle, but the front is long and we 
must be prepared to Ineet the attack and seize the opportunity on 
every section. 
The working-class would be in an advantageous position if 
before the final conflict occurs it could obtain control of the 
governinental tnachinery of the country. It would obviously be 
an initial advantage to have the control over adniinistration and 
the artned and civil forces which governmental power would 
secure. The I.L.P. will, therefore; do its utinost to obtain a 
Inajority of resolute Socialists on local and national governing 
bodies, and will put forward its candidates on a planned basis. 
But we are under no delusions. We recognise that even under 
such circumstances the possessing class would use their financial 
and industrial power to resist Socialist change. In such a situa-
tion the working-class must be prepared to use its organised 
strength to overcoine the possessing class and to end once for all 
the exploitation of Capitalism. 
We recognise also that before electoral power is obtained the 
possessing class, in a last · effort to retain its privileges, may 
institute a severe and open dictatorship, destroying the pretence 
of political deinocracy. We recognise that the economic 
collapse may lead the working-class to industrial revolt. We 
realise that a crisis of war may arise at any tnonient. 
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In these situations it will be the duty of the working-class not 
only to resist the immediate danger, but to challenge the govern-
ing class and the whole systeIU of Capitalistn itself. Such a 
struggle may begin by resistance to Capitalist dictatorship, 
reduced standards of life, or the threat of war, but it Inust end in 
a struggle between Capitalism and Socialism. 
FIRST, WORKERS' POWER-THEN APPLY A 
SOCIALIST PLAN. This is the call of the I.L.P. to the 
working-class. 
The Power rnust be used to take control of the whole econotnic 
life of the nation. The Plan tnust have the definite objective of 
liberating the working-class from poverty and economic slavery. 
The first objective of the Plan Inust be to provide the working-
class with their re·quiretnents. The available food and essentials 
of life tnust be distributed, not according to wealth, but according 
to hutnan need. It will not be a matter of rationing goods by the 
litnitation of the power of Illoney to buy ; it will be a Inatter of 
rationing goods by extending to everyone an equal right to their 
share of the essentials of life, whatever their past econotnic 
position may have been. 
We emphasise so tnuch the duty of a redistribution of wealth 
because that is an essential problein of British Socialism. Russia 
had to create her power and machinery of production ; they 
already exist in this country. Our problem is to redistribute the 
wealth which they can so easily provide. 
ENSURING THE WORKERS' FOOD. 
Secondly, but simultaneously, our Plan embodies the great 
constructive task of reorganising banking, land, industry and 
transport on Socialist lines. They tnust be co-ordinated under 
corntnunal ownership, and in each the workers thetnselves must 
assutne control, utilising the ablest technical Ininds. Again we 
have an advantage over Russia. The necessary technicians can 
largely be found in the ranks of the working-class and .... the 
Socialist Movement. 
Thirdly, our Plan will secure the Ilecessary food supplies and 
raw materials f rorn abroad in bulk on behalf of the people, and 
exchange for them the goods which the peoples of other nations 
require. We cannot at this moment say which particular 
nations will be prepared to enter into· such arrangements, but we 
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·can be confident that a decisive Socialist change in this country 
will be accornpanied or preceded by similar Socialist changes in 
,other countries as well. Russia would undoubtedly be prepared 
to co-operate, and we may look forward to other Russias in such 
.a situation. 
The new constitution which the National Council of the l.L.P. 
·has prepared insists that when power is obtained, political 
·democracy rnust be completed by econotnic detnocracy ; that the 
rights of citizenship shall depend upon willingness to work, and 
·that willingness to work shall be the only claiin (beyond the 
(clairns of the children, the old, and the disabled) to a share of the 
available wealth. 
In its international policy the I .L.P. stands determinedly 
against Irnperialistn and War, as it has always done. 
It recognises particularly the danger of a Capitalist 
-war against Russia and pledges itself to do everything in 
. -~ 
·its povver to prevent the outbreak of War and to over-
~ 
come the intentions of the pos~essing classes to over-
... .... 
throw the Soviets and to re-establish the Capitalist 
system in Russia. 
As we are approaching the conquest of power, the I.L.P. will 
participate with its whole strength in the day-to-day struggle of 
the working-class in every sphere. Its tnernbers will work 
·enthusiastically within the Trade Union and Co-operative 
Moveinents, seeking not only to encourage resistance to the 
encroachinents of Capitalisrn, but to assert the first claitn of the 
working-class to the essentials and enjoyments of life, and to help 
in the developrnent of these Movements for their function of 
controlling industry within Socialism. 
THE I.L.P. AND THE CO-OP. 
The enthusiastic Co-operator should find his natural political 
home in the I.L.P. He has decided as a consutner to break with 
Capitalisrn. He refuses to buy from Capitalist concerns ; he 
realises that if the whole working-class would follow his example 
the productive and distributive structure of Capitalism would 
collapse. 
We ask hirn ~o apply the same creed politically-to cease to 
compromise with Capitalism, to determine to replace it absolutely 
by Socialism. 
I I 
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We welcome at this :mornent the new spirit of resistance to 
Capitalist attacks upon working-class standards among the Trade 
Unionists in the cotton industry of Lancashire. We can 
count upon our I.L.P. in Lancashire, which already has a 
magnificent record in the struggles of the cotton industry, to do 
its utmost to extend the sarne spirit throughout the country. 
Comrades-we see signs on every hand of the bankruptcy not 
only of the Capitalist systeIU, but of Capitalist statesrnen to save 
that system. Thirty millions of our fellow-workers are un-
ernployed throughout the world, and the wages and social 
services upon which the standards of working-class life depend 
are every day being niore and more degraded in every Capitalist 
country. In Italy Fascism niaintains its reign of tyranny and 
terror. In Gerniany Hitlerisni is niurdering the workers day by 
day and the possessing classes and the old militarist caste are 
IUaking the last preparations to cornplete the dictatorship of 
Reaction. 
THE GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 
In the Far East the brutal Inilitaris:m of Japan seeks to destroy 
the beginnings of the Chinese Revolution, and threatens to 
attack Russia, which is menaced also in Europe by Capitalist 
intrigues. At Geneva the hypocritical Capitalist Powers cannot 
hide the coinplete failure of the DisarniaIUent Conference. The 
Lausanne Conference has failed to relieve even in the slightest 
degree the econotnic distress of the world. At Ottawa the 
representatives of the British Empire seek an Irnperialist agree-
rnent whi~h can only worsen international and working-class 
conditions. In India thousands of men and woinen reIUain in 
prison under the heel of British Irnperialisin, and the distress of 
Inillions of peasants and thousands of workers constantly 
deepens. 
These failures and crillles of Capitalism are a challenge to the 
international working-class. In all parts of the world, from 
Russia to Australia, from China to South America, the fight 
between Capitalistn and Socialism, between death and life, 
extends. It is a dangerous time for Socialists who stand true, 
but it is also a time of great opportunity. We should rejoice that 
we are living in a period when we can give the final blow to the 
dying system of Capitalist exploitation and the first welco1Ue to 
the dawn of the new system of Socialisrn, for which the noblest 
Inen and \VOIUen of Illany generations have sacrificed their lives. 
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THE I.L.P. CAN DO IT. 
In Britain we can be proud that the I.L.P. was a pioneer in the 
creation of the modern working-class political inovernent. We 
have come to a new period, and it is our duty once niore to be 
pioneers -pioneers in the creation of a new revolutionary spirit 
in the working-class, so that it inay be ready for the approaching 
situation. 
Let no one doubt the ability of the I.L.P. to perform 
this task. Keir Hardie and a few thousand devoted men 
and women successfull.Y challenged the powerful Parties 
of their tillle and established the Labour Party. That 
was the Socialist task of their day. The Labou1 .. Party 
has failed to adapt itself to the Socialist need of this new 
age, and to-day the I.L.P. must carry the struggle a stage 
further. By similar devotion we can now create the 
spirit and instrument demanded for the final triumph of 
Socialism. 
The I.L.P. takes up its new task with full confidence. We 
kno'Y that the policy we advocate is the only hope of the working-
class. We know that in its achievement lies the only hope of 
Socialism. We believe that econoniic and political events will 
bring all class-conscious workers and sincere Socialists to the 
sanie conviction, and will line up the whole working-class 
rnovetnent behind the red banner of revolutionary Socialistn and 
of the I .L.P. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE I.L.P. 
NAME. 
THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY. 
OBJECT. 
The Independent Labour Party is a Socialist organisation and hag. 
for its object the complete overthrow of the economic, political and_ 
social organisation of the Capitalist State and its replacement by a. 
Socialist Commonwealth. 
In the Socialist Commonwealth, land and capital and all other· 
economic resources and instruments will be communally owned and 
controlled ; the power to live by rent, interest or profit will be ended ;. 
and the economic equality of all will be realised. The political objective· 
of the I.L.P. will be a State in which work of social value will be the 
basis of livelihood and all who do such work shall have equal rights of 
citizenship. . 
METHOD. 
The Independent Labour Party recognises that Capitalism is based 
· upon the exploitation of the working-class by the possessing-class, and. 
that the class struggle for the attainment of power by a united working-
class must be the dynamic force in the change from Capitalism to· 
Socialism. It rejects, therefore, all policies based on collaboration 
with the Capitalist class, either in political or industrial action. To 
secure a united working-class, basic alterations in the form, ot1tlook 
and policy of its political, industrial and co-operative organisations. 
are necessary. 
Working-class political organisations can fulfil their function in the· 
class-struggle only by rejecting all policies of collaboration \Vith 
Capitalist Parties ; by the abandonment of reformist policies ; and 
by . the adoption of decisive Socialist measures involving a definite 
challenge to Capitalism. The industrial and co-operative organisation 
of the working-class must be strengtliened in the daily struggle to· 
resist the attacks of Capitalism on the standards of the workers and 
must be developed to play their part effectively in the Socialist struggle. 
They must be prepared to fulfil their future tasks in the economic and 
political administration of a Socialist society. On this basis, the 
Independent Labour Party will strive to unite the power of the working-
class for the achievement of Socialism. 
The Independent Labour Party believes that electoral activity 
for the capture of all the organs of Government, national and local, 
is essential, recognising that such control would be of the greatest 
importance in the change from Capitalism to Socialism. Nevertheless, 
it regards this as only one aspect of the gener(l.1 struggle. It realises 
that the interests behind Capitalism are likely to offer resistance, 
by any and every means, to any attempt to dispossess them of the· 
economic and political power on which their privileges depend and, 
particularly in the -circumstances of a complete economic breakdown, 
to resort to some form of dictatorship, in opposition to economic 
and social changes. The minds of the workers must be prepared for 
such a situation and they must be made ready to meet it and overcome 
it by the use of their mass strength for the capture of power. 
PROGRAMME. 
NATIONAL OBJECTIVES. 
The Independent Labour Party recognises that the rapid develop-
ment of world industrialisation and rationalisation, accompanied by a 
limitation of the purchasing power of the workers, involves increasing· 
unemployment and poverty and threatens a complete economic 
collapse. This makes a fundamental transformation in the economic 
system of immediate urgency. The I.L.P., therefore, rejects methods 
of gradual reform and concentrates its activities upon achieving the 
decisive change from Capitalism to Socialism. 
The Socialist plan for this decisive change involves control of the 
whole economic life of the nation, including 
1. The redistribution of the national income on the basis of eco-
nomic equality ; 
2. The socialisation of the vital econorr1ic resources of the country,. 
inclt1ding banking and finance, land and agriculture, the main 
industries and transport. 
3. The organisation of exports and imports under national owner-· 
sl1ip and control on the basis of a planned exchange of goods, 
and raw materials. 
The capture of power by the working-class must be used for tl1e 
immediate application of this comprehensi,re plan. 
\i\Thile the power of the movement is being developed for these 
objectives, the Independent Labour Party will demand the immediate 
and progressive expansion of working-class purchasing power and will. 
assert the priority of claim on all commodities, of children, the aged and 
infirm, the unemployed, and all those engaged in useful social labour;. 
and deny the claim of those who live by owning instead of working. 
It will oppose all attempts to reduce wages, worsen working con-
ditions and increase working hours. It will seek to unite the workers 
on a common demand for increased wages, drastic reductions in working· 
hours, and for holidays with full pay. It will organise workers' 
support for tl1e demand for adequate housing and reduced rents. It. 
will demand that the whole cost of the mainte11ance of the unemployed 
shall be a national charge and will fight for allowances of sufficient. 
amount to ensure a full life for the unemployed and their dependents. 
during the \¥hole period of unemployment. In these and in all other· 
aspects of the class struggle, the Independent Labour Party will take a 
militant part and will demand of its members, active participation in 
its work. 
INTERNATIONAL OBJECTIVES. 
In its international programme, the Independent Labour Party 
recognises that world disarmament and peace can be finally ensured 
·only by the supersession of Capitalism by Socialism. It demands 
·steadfast opposition by individual and collective resistance to all war 
preparations and tendencies. If war is declared in spite of all opposi-
·tion, the I.L.P. will demand and work for an immediate general strike 
and seek to use the war situation for the downfall of Capitalism. It 
reaffirms its dem~nd for disarmament by example irrespective of what 
other Governments may do, and failing the adoption of this policy, 
its Members of Parliament will be instructed to vote against all war 
~redits. 
The I.L.P. realises that the economic interdependence of nations is 
increasingly making national frontiers meaningless. It stands, there-
fore, for international Socialist economic organisation, including the 
.distribution of world resources according to needs. It looks forward 
to the association of Socialist States, as they are established, to form the 
.nucleus of a World Socialist Federation. 
The Independent Labour Party recognises that the interests of the 
-workers throughout the world of whatever race, colour or creed are 
one, and it refuses to adopt, even as a temporary expedient, any national 
policy involving competitive struggle with the workers of other coun-
-tries. It will combat with all its power, imperialism in all its forms. 
It stands for self-determination, and self-government for all subject 
peoples, recognising their inalienable right to complete freedom from 
the domination of other nations or races. It will work for the establish-
ment of an international commonwealth on a basis of equality of 
status for all peoples. It will further by every means in its power 
~effective international co-operation between the workers' organisations 
of all countries for common action on the militant Socialist policies in 
·which it believes. 
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Sign Yourself, and Bring in Other Socialists as well. Post 
to John Paton, General Secretary, I.L.P ., Lanark House, 
Seven Sisters Road, London, N.4. You tnay join the I.JJ.P. 
Guild of Youth at 16. 
The Weekly Paper of the I.L.P. is 
. T 
THE NE LEADER 
. 
You cannot possibly do without it if you want to 
keep in touch with Socialist thought and the world's 
political and industrial events. 
THE LEADER 
is Labour's Fighting Weekly. 
Your newsagent will supply it every Friday 2d. 
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